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SECT ION 2

The One Big Idea: Predict the Next Word

🧠  THE BIG IDEA

Like finishing “the early bird catches the ___,” it predicts the most likely next piece — then
feeds its answer back in and does it again.

⚙️  HOW  IT  WORKS

Predict given the text so far, guess the single next word.

Append & loop add that word, feed the whole thing back in, repeat.

Scale the same trick, extraordinarily good, writes essays and code.

🌍  IN THE WILD

“The sky is ___” → blue. Scale that skill up
and it continues contracts, code, and
sonnets.

⚠️  WATCH OUT

“Most likely” ≠ “true.” It optimises for
plausible-sounding text, not correct text.

👉  REMEMBER A next-word predictor, not a fact database.

LLMs Demystified — a companion cheat sheet. Yours to keep.


